Among the less common congenital conditions with which one comes in contact are the socalled auricular appendages or supernumerary auricles. In the ear clinics of this city, perhaps one or two noticeable cases are seen in a single year.
The auricular appendage is commonly classed among the fibromata. The fact is that it is composed of the same elements as the rest of the auricle and is but an ,excessive epithelial growth from th~first branchial cleft. As a rule, they form pedunculated tumors in contiguity with the tragus. Only one may be present or as many as six or eight. Oftentimes the tragus itself is larger than the corresponding one of the opposite side. According to'Virchow, these tumors consist of reticular cartilage, subcutaneous cellular tissue and skin. Although they are usually connected to the tragus, they may spring from the lobule, the shoulder or the side of the neck. . Warner claims that such a congenital defect is usually . associated with some other congenital anomaly. Out of 50,-000 school children examined by him, only thirty-three' were found with supernumerary auricles. This percentage is perhaps justifiable, if one includes many of the fibrous excres-,cences occurring on the auricle or tragus. Reverdin claims that a congenital anomaly may be present in some other member or members of the family, as in the case of a man who had a supernumerary nipple on the right side of the chest., Three of his five children had preauricular appendages.
The patient whose stereoscopic picture is here presented came to the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary about November 1, 1910, complaining of profuse discharge from the right *Presented before the Hunterian Medical ,Society, December, 1910. HAROLD HAYS. ear. Examination showed a large supernumerary auricle, about 1;4 cm. long and .0 cm. in length and breadth. The tragus was very large, at first glance looking like a second appendage. An eczematous condition of these parts and of the auricle and the canal had arisen from the profuse discharge. Examination of the drum was very difficult on account of the inflammation in the canal. The patient informed me that two more appendages had been removed in childhood and that she knew another woman in her home country in Europe who had eight of them. Her children were free from such a condition and, as far as I could ascertain, she had no other congenital defect.
The photograph must be looked at stereoscopically to get any idea of how far out from the ear these tumors stand. I am indebted to Dr. George S. Dixon for his kindness in making the picture.
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